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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

As I look out of my office window, there are signs 

of Spring all around.  The custodial staff is mow-

ing the lawn, birds are singing, and the warm sun 

of May shines brightly. All of these signs have 

alerted me to the fact that the school year is begin-

ning to draw to a close.  Certainly, there is still 

much to do but May will quickly slip into June 

where we will see the departure of the school bus-

es on the final day.  The end of the school year can 

be an anxious time for children and it is important 

for us to remember that we need to provide assis-

tance and support through the final day of school.  

A strong finish to this school year can help to get 

your child off to a great start in September.  Addi-

tionally, specific Summer activities can also prove 

beneficial towards this goal.  Maintaining a stand-

ard schedule and encouraging your child to partic-

ipate in activities that reinforce learned academic 

skills can assist your child in their transition into 

the next grade level.  For example, when shop-

ping, ask your child to compare product prices, 

after a day of swimming or playing in the back-

yard, have your child write about their experience, 

and, as always, talk to your child about what they 

are reading.  In this edition of the Janvier Journal 

you will find articles that include information to 

access programs that will provide your child with 

the opportunity to practice reading and to further 

develop their typing and higher – order thinking 

skills.  Certainly, learning should never take a va-

cation. This has been a productive year and I have 

enjoyed watching the children grow academically 

and socially.  Finally, please know that your con-

tinuous support has positively impacted your 

child’s performance and combined with the suc-

cessful efforts of Mary F. Janvier’s dedicated 

staff, numerous successful school days have oc-

curred. I wish you all an enjoyable Summer!  To 

those of you who will become Main Road 
parents in September, thank you for being a 
part of the Mary F. Janvier Elementary 
School community.  I anticipate hearing 
about your child’s many future achieve-
ments.  To those of you that I will again see 
in September, the 2019-2020 school year 
will be a great one and I am excited that you 
will be a part of it! 
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Computer Literacy 

ing this website, students engage 
in higher level thinking STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
and math) activities.  All Second 
Graders have accounts on Tynker 
that they may continue to use at 
the conclusion of the school year. I 
want to wish everyone a safe and 
restful Summer, and best of luck to 
all of our Second Grade students 
who will be attending Main Road 
next year. We will miss you! 

Summer Reading Ideas from The Library 

It’s time for some great Summer reads!  
Reading with your child over the Summer is 
essential in order to continue building fluen-
cy, and to keep your child on-track for the 
next school year.  The Franklin Township 
Public Library (www.ftlnj.org) and the 
Gloucester County Library System 
(www.gcls.org) offer many free Summer 
reading programs that you can take ad-
vantage of.  Plan a special time each day to 
read, and visit the library often.  Make read-
ing fun by setting a goal and tracking your 
child’s accomplishments.  The Mary F. 
Janvier Library has a paid subscription to 
Tumblebooks available at 

www.tumblebooks.com.  Tumble-
books offers a collection of over 
300 animated online storybooks 
and activities.  Our username is 
“janvier” and the password is 
“books”.  The link is also available 
on Mrs. Monaghan’s website.  
Whether you are at the beach, in 
the car, or home on a rainy day, 
there is nothing more important 
than reading to guarantee your 
child’s success!  Happy Summer 
Reading! 

I cannot begin to tell you how proud I 
am of our students!  Please continue to 
practice keyboarding skills over the 
Summer. With computer based stand-
ardized testing, it is so important that 
children know how to properly type 
and are able to do so quickly.  A great 
free website that we use in class is 
Dance Mat Typing: http://
www.bbc.co.uk/guides/
z3c6tfr.   Second Grade has also been 
working on computer programming 
throughout the year using a free web-
site called Tynker (https://
www.tynker.com/hour-of-code/). Us-

 

What an exciting year we have had in 
Music Class!  The Kindergarten students 
are currently learning about the elements 
of music.  They are currently talking 
about “form” in music and are studying 
the following works by Leroy Ander-
son:  Sleigh Ride, The Syncopated Clock, 
The Typewriter, and Bugler’s Holi-
day.  First Grade students are also 
learning about the elements of mu-
sic.  We have been reviewing instru-
ments of the orchestra as well learning 
about “form” with John Philip Sousa’s 
Semper Fidelis.  I am extremely proud 
of my Second Grade students for an 
amazing performance at their Spring 

Concerts.  Bravo to all! The Sec-
ond Grade students are learning 
how to write, read, and play their 
own music using blocks and xy-
lophones.  I will miss them next 
year! On a personal note, I thank 
you for the warm welcome you 
have given me this year as your 
new Music teacher.  I am so 
lucky to be able to teach your 
children every day! 

 

Notes from Music Class 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
https://www.tynker.com/hour-of-code/
https://www.tynker.com/hour-of-code/


What’s Happening in Gym 
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 In the upcoming weeks, Kinder-
gartners will be doing some tagging 
activities as well as using their im-
agination.  While they exercise, 
they will be pretending to be ani-
mals, vehicles, swimming, and 
more!  They will also be working 
on their hula hooping skills using 
the hoops around their waist, 
arms,  and like a jump rope.  The 
First and Second Grade students 
will be focused on practicing their 
hula hooping skills for the upcom-
ing Hula Hoop Contest that takes 
place on Fun Day.   These students 

will practice hula hooping around 
their waist, arm, like a jump rope, 
and on their ankle! 

Janvier is excited to celebrate an-
other successful school year 
through our A-Z celebration! A 
calendar was sent home listing all 
of the activities and spirit wear 
days that students and staff will be 
following until the last day of 
school. Please be sure to follow the 
dress code listed in the school 
handbook for all spirit days. Stu-
dents should not bring in any elec-
tronics or any valuable items. The 
staff at Janvier is extremely proud 
of the Janvier Jackrabbit team and 
all that has been accomplished this 
school year. We hope that students 
enjoy participating in our year end 

celebration!   

Notes from the School Counselor 

Notes From The Nurse’s Office 

 As we wrap up the end of the year, 
I wanted to touch briefly on a few 
things.  The first is strep throat.  I 
continue to see it.  Strep is spread 
through contact and air droplets, so 
please remind your children to 
keep their hands off their face and 
not to share personal items with 
other children. Also, make sure 
you change their toothbrush at 
home after a bout of strep so it 
doesn’t live in your home, as well.   
Seasonal allergies are upon us.  

The best way to keep the allergens 
off your child is nightly baths.  
When they come in from playing, 
put them in the tub to rinse the aller-
gens off so the pollen doesn’t find 
its way into your sheets, as well.  
Your child will also have a much 
better night’s sleep.  For my stu-
dents with chronic nose bleeds, if 
you put a small thin layer of Vase-
line in their nose at night, this will 
help keep the membranes moist and 
decrease the amount of nose bleeds.  

Finally, enjoy your Summer with 
your children.  Spend lots of time 

with them. Remember, a child 
doesn’t want things, they want 
your time.  That’s the best gift you 

can give them.  



A Dinosaur Museum Comes to Kindergarten P A G E  4  

Mrs. Manall’s and Mrs. Shoemak-
er’s Kindergarten classes studied 
Dinosaurs and held a Dinosaur 
museum for their grade level part-
ners to enjoy. Students acted as 
museum guides and dinosaur ex-
perts by teaching their peers  facts 
they have learned about dinosaurs, 
fossils, and volcanoes. The two 
classroom tour started with a 3D 
interactive dinosaur video, and 
featured an erupting playdough 
volcano, fossil digging stations, a 

play habitat, and T-Rex model.  

First Grade Visits Adventure Aquarium 

Second Grade Visits the Franklin Institute 

What has 2 million gallons of wa-
ter, 8500 aquatic animals, and al-
most 200 First Grade stu-
dents?  The Adventure Aquarium 
in Camden, New Jersey! 
In June, Janvier’s First Graders 
will be heading for fun and learn-
ing at the Adventure Aquari-
um.  They will be discovering the 
many amazing creatures that 
thrive in aquatic habitats.  Learn-
ing opportunities are designed to 
inspire students to better under-
stand and gain appreciation for 
marine life, food chains, life cy-
cles and ecosystems. 

The First Grade teachers and stu-
dents are looking forward to the 
trip.  What a great way to end a 
wonderful school year! 

 

Second Graders had a fun-filled 
trip to Philadelphia when they vis-
ited the Franklin Institute this 
month! Students went all in figura-
tively and literally by walking in-
side the heart, climbing through 
the brain, and testing their skills in 
the Sports Zone section. There 
were various exhibits that promot-
ed student curiosity about physics, 
electricity, weather, planes, trains, 
and many more. Continue to talk 
with your child about the different 
parts of their trip to keep their 

spark of interest and curiosity 
alive! 

 


